
 

Braunton Academy Newsletter:  

27th February 2026 

Dear families, 

 

We have had a lovely first week back especially as we’ve seen some  

sunshine during social times for the first time since September!  

 

It has been another busy week, we have had a trip to see the  

National Theatre at the ‘Old Vic’ in Bristol. In sport our Year 11 Rugby  

team were crowned Devon Plate Winners after beating Exeter  

School in the final and the U13 Girls Football team were crowned  

North Devon Champions and will travel to Newton Abbott later in  

the year to play in the Devon Finals. 

 

Last night the under 15s Girls netball won the North Devon 

Championship.  In news from the English department two of our 

students Beau in Year 7 and Chloe in Year 11 have won the first  

round of the rotary creative writing competition and Shore in  

Year 8 is having one of her stories published in the 'Stranger 

Sagas' next anthology release.  Well done to everyone that has 

represented the Academy this week. 

 

Year 9 have also been very busy, with sessions in school talking to  

year 10 students about the GCSE courses they are studying and  

attending pathways evening with their parents last night. Year 11  

GCSE Food and Nutrition students have produced wonderful culinary 

creations for their practical exams. 

Key Dates for 
March:  

5th March - World 
Book Day  

 

17th March- House 
Competition 
Pancake Races 

 

18th March- Coffee 
and Chat at 
Wrafton Hall 

 

25th March- Easter 
Egg Decorating 
Competition 

 

26th March- Year 8 
Parents Evening 
(4:00pm-7:00pm) 

 

30th March- PE 
House 
Competitions (All 
Week) 

 

Braunton 

Academy 

Aspire & 

Achieve 



 

Yesterday I was in London to present on our smartphone policy at the 

'Children's Mental Health in the Digital World Conference' it was an honour to 

be asked to participate and very interesting to hear the other talks from 

international scientists, doctors and students completing their PHD research in 

this fields about the latest finding. Some of the research findings are very  

concerning particularly on the current impact of digital technology on children 

below primary age and what it will mean for their long-term development. We 

will share some of this research over the coming weeks with practical guides 

for parents to support you managing your child's use of digital technology.  

 

In anticipation of the commons debate on smartphones and social media in 

schools we are being approached by local and national organisations to 

support other schools in this journey and share the impact more widely. It is still 

early days in terms of this policy; it will take a couple of years to fully understand 

the full impact it will have on our students health and wellbeing as well as their 

academic success. However, now that the policy has been in place for six 

months the Senior Team and Trustees are starting our first review of the policy. 

As part of this review there is a questionnaire for families complete. Please click 

this link  Parent Survey: Smartphone-Free School Policy – Fill in form to access 

the survey.  

 

The senior team have also been busy this week digesting the changes being 

proposed in the white paper for education. As you will have seen in the media, 

the most significant changes relate to the provision for SEND students. It has 

been pleasing to read that any changes will be staggered and those students 

currently awarded EHCPs will remain in place. It is very early days of this process 

with the consultation just opening but we will look to update parents of some 

of the key changes that are being suggested at the SEND information meeting 

on 17th March 2026. I would like to assure parents that any changes to SEND 

provision that do come from the white paper will be worked through in 

partnership with you to ensure that we continue to offer effective provision for 

your child. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
Mrs F Bowler 

Principal  

 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2Fsr5Efiwxuc&data=05%7C02%7Ccreed%40braunton.academy%7C79763b76dd884a21f33208de7603243c%7C548eb3c5d11240e6b2a3a0bd3d03b758%7C0%7C0%7C639077953021520285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1A0R2VCACxLAdvg%2FHqgLxB1Bl5YLiNCBPLpV7Lz%2Fxoc%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Messages 

TikTok and Class Charts 

It has been brought to our attention that there is a growing trend of children 

giving random strangers on TikTok their ClassCharts login details, and then that 

stranger is going into ClassCharts and displaying everything as a Tiktok feed 

for anyone to see. Please can you talk to your children about how dangerous 

this can be, as it gives the strangers access to their full names, dates of birth 

etc. Thank you for your help with this.  

EasyFundraising App 

We’re excited to share that parents, carers, and our wider community can now 

support Braunton Academy at no extra cost simply by using the 

EasyFundraising app. Every time you shop online with participating retailers, a 

small donation is generated for the school — helping us fund opportunities, 

resources, and experiences for our students. It’s quick to set up and completely 

free to use. If you’d like to get involved, you can join our EasyFundraising page 

here: Braunton Academy Fundraising | Easyfundraising 

Smartphone Free Policy Feedback 

We are currently gathering parent and carer feedback on our 

Smartphone-Free School Policy, and we would really value your thoughts. This 

short survey is an opportunity to share your views on how the policy is working, 

its impact on learning and wellbeing, and any suggestions you may have as 

we continue to refine our approach. Your feedback plays an important role in 

shaping decisions that support our students’ success. You can complete the 

survey here:  

Parent Survey: Smartphone-Free School Policy – Fill in form 

 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=163037&invite=wu4cej&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://forms.office.com/e/sr5Efiwxuc


 

 

 

 

Medication in School 

 

If parents or carers would like their child to have medication available in 

school, this can be arranged. Please bring the medication to Reception, 

where you will be asked to complete a short form for non-prescribed 

medication. Once this is done, the medication will be stored safely in First Aid 

and can be given to your child if they need it during the school day. 
 
Westcountry Dental & Implant Centre, Barnstaple – New NHS Patients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitions 

The Cyber Explorers Cup is a fun, interactive competition for ages 11 to 14 

years, designed to spark curiosity, build confidence and teach essential online 

safety skills.  

Teams will race to solve cyber security challenges and compete to win up to 

£2000 in tech vouchers for their school. The competition will run from 16 to 

20th March.  

The deadline to enter a team is Friday 6th March. Please register your interest 

with Mrs Duthuit  

 

Easter Egg Decorating Competition 

 

Parent Mail is open for entries to our annual Easter Egg decorating 

competition.  Tickets are £4.00 per student, and the poster provides more 

information.   

  

Date – Wednesday 25th March 2026 during period 6 – the event will finish at 

15.15  

Venue – Isaac Hall – please come straight to the hall after Period 5 and register 

at the event  

• You will have 30 mins to decorate/dress your egg  

• Eggs are the medium sized eggs - roughly  

14cm high and 30cm at the widest diameter  

• Each student will be given one egg  

• Themes are either Spring or Pop singer/bands  

• Please bring with you everything you need to  

decorate your egg  

• Prizes for each house will be awarded  

• All students are welcome to enter 

 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.service.education.gov.uk%2F8E68D8ADE612A2A63950F479FC852F2DBB0907EE60882E8B1B69588A495724B2%2F2CD2A835628724394ED60B8FFE537F00%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Caduthuit%40braunton.academy%7Cbab157f3cb9649fdeb4308de746ba250%7C548eb3c5d11240e6b2a3a0bd3d03b758%7C0%7C0%7C639076202786226125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kHW5HiryC97A5XERiXJcPLV5GpNW%2BbrExvM7XuS4EBM%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Activities 

All clubs and activities are now on the website. 

https://www.braunton.academy/key-information/whole-school-messages  

PE Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.braunton.academy/key-information/whole-school-messages


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 News 

Final Year 11 PPE Exams   

  

We are wishing all Year 11 students good luck in their final PPE exams. These 

exams will begin on Monday 2nd March and take place in the Sports Hall. These 

are a great opportunity to practice the routines and experience the demands 

of the real exams beginning in May. Please support your children 

by ensuring that they have all their equipment ready. Students will be in the 

Isaac Hall, ready to register at the times stated below. The exams are as 

follows:  

  

Monday 2nd March  

8.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - English Literature Paper 1  

12.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - PE and Health and Social Care  

  

Tuesday 3rd March  

8.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Maths Paper 1  

12.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Biology Paper 2  

  

Wednesday 4th March  

8.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - English Literature Paper 2  

12.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Maths Paper 2  

  

Thursday 5th March  

12.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Chemistry Paper 2  

Friday 6th March  

8.45 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Geography Paper 2  

11.05 Roll Call in Issac Hall  - Physics Paper 2  

  

Wednesday 11th March  

11.05 Roll Call in your normal Computer Science Classroom - Computer 

Science Paper 2 (On Screen Exam)  



 

 

 

 

Year 10 News 

Gymnastics  

Gymnastics competition practice Thursday5th March 3.15- 4.45pm for those 

taking part in the competition.  A parentmail has been sent home with your 

child’s times and information for the day.  
 

Netball 

No netball club Thursday 5th March  

 

Year 9 News 

 Mental Health Ambassador Interviews – Years 8 & 9 

The Mental Health Support Team will soon be interviewing Year 8 and 9 

students who are interested in becoming Mental Health Ambassadors. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for students who want to support wellbeing across the 

school and develop their leadership skills. 

Please see the attached information for full details. 

Students wishing to apply must collect an application form from Mrs Swain in 

her office or from the Pastoral Support Workers’ room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 8 News 

Mental Health Ambassador Interviews – Years 8 & 9 

The Mental Health Support Team will soon be interviewing Year 8 and 9 

students who are interested in becoming Mental Health Ambassadors. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for students who want to support wellbeing across the 

school and develop their leadership skills. 

Please see the attached information for full details. 

Students wishing to apply must collect an application form from Mrs Swain in 

her office or from the Pastoral Support Workers’ room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immunisations 

The immunisation team are due to visit Braunton Academy on 11th May 2026. 

You will need to enter the unique code for your child’s school. The code is 

DV138041. Please submit your form by 9am on 8th May 2026 to ensure your 

child receives their vaccination. How to Consent To provide consent, please 

follow the link and code below. 

Link: https://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/HPV.aspx 
 
 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kernowimmunisations.co.uk%2FForms%2FHPV.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cpunstead%40braunton.academy%7C576e7f765ff745caacc708de6a12c39d%7C548eb3c5d11240e6b2a3a0bd3d03b758%7C0%7C0%7C639064825982720880%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BjONWyO1muc5YOsbezzxTee7KlUdxb1VH7h07af5CBI%3D&reserved=0


Gymnastics  

Gymnastics competition practice Thursday 5th March 3.15- 4.45pm for those 

taking part in the competition.  A Parentmail has been sent home with your 

child’s times and information for the day. 

 

Year 7 News 

Gymnastics competition practice Thursday5th March 3.15- 4.45pm for those 

taking part in the competition.  A Parentmail has been sent home with your 

child’s times and information for the day.  

 

Catering 

This is a polite reminder that we are a nut free school. Please ensure your child 

does not bring nuts or food containing nuts as part of their lunch. Many thanks. 

 

 


