
Year 11 

Countdown to GCSEs



Order of the evening
• Welcome - TB
• Results 2026 - GT
• Examinations Officer – GW
• Exam access arrangements - LY
• Post 16 Providers - AP
• Retrieval practice plans in school - GT
• Support for students to deal with stress - TB
• How best to revise? - TB
• Tips for success

Head of Science - HF

Head of English - LC

Head of Maths* - TB

• Key dates – TB *acting



Vice Principal

Mr Twohig - 2026 Results



Celebrations
Student 9/D2* 8 7

1 5 3 2

2 5 4 1

3 5 1 1

4 4 3 1

5 4 1 2

6 3 3 3

7 3 6 0

8 2 5 3

9 2 1 3

10 2 0 3

11 2 3 2

12 1 2 1

13 1 5 3

14 1 2 2

15 1 6 3

16 1 2 3

17 1 0 0

18 1 2 5

19 1 4 0

20 1 0 2
47 Grade 9s | 94 Grade 8s | 149 Grade 7s | 14 D2+



Examinations Officer

Ms Wilson

exams@braunton.academy





EAA – Exam Access Arrangements

Mrs Young



Careers support and guidance

Mr Parsons



Post 16 opportunities

• Personal Guidance interview

(Future Smart careers)

• Open events – post 16 providers

• Mock Interview Day

• Apprenticeship opportunities

• Personal Development lessons

• Post 16 Evening (14th October)



Post 16 providers

• North Devon College

• Exeter College

• Cornwall College – Bicton and Duchy

• Exeter Maths School

• Ilfracombe Academy

• Bideford College

• West Buckland School

• Kingsley School



UCAS - Architecture
Bath Spa University

University of Liverpool



UCAS - Economics
Birmingham

University of Lancaster



Apprenticeships



Apprenticeships



Degree
Apprenticeships



Degree
Apprenticeships



Vice Principal

Mr Twohig

Thursday 19th August



Grade 1, 2, 3 4 5 6 Grade 7, 8, 9

GCSE Results



GCSE Results

Grade 1, 2, 3 4 5 6 Grade 7, 8, 9

Be in school in front of your teachers

Build strong revision habits in Tutor Time and at 
home

100% focus and effort in your lessons



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique

Forgetting Curve



Assistant Vice-Principal

Mr Barfield



Mental health awareness

Mental Health Support

1:1 session and workshops

Assemblies
Planned and run by HOY and safeguarding 
team

Pastoral support (assistant heads of year)
Tailored sessions for groups of students

PD lessons

First half term are focused on mental health 
(identify and coping strategies)

KEY takeaway:

This year will be tough! 

But with all the support 
networks and guidance 
at school and at home, 

you can do it.
Remember, you are not 

on your own. Teamwork 
makes the dream work.



Community A Love of Learning Respect Character

Prepared Respectful Safe

Managing anxiety and exam stress
Sophrology is helping your body and your mind relax, helping you focus, going 

beyond mindfulness. 

Benefits

1. Reduce stress and anxiety

2. Improve concentration

3. Boosts self-confidence

4. Enhance memory recall

5. Promote better sleep and emotional intelligence

Course of 6 sessions Monday 

Lunchtime Room 40 Mrs Duthuit

Limited to 8 spaces per course

Sign up on ParentPay



How to put a revision 

programme together



Put on 
your exams 

first, Start with 

Core subjects...

English Lit
(09:00)

Biology
(13:00)

Maths 1
(09:00)

Chemistry
(09:00)

English Lang
(13:00)

Physics
(09:00)

Maths 2
(13:00)

English Lit

Maths

English Lang

Biology

Chemistry

English Lit

Maths Physics REST!

English Lit

Chemistry

Maths

Physics

Biology

English Lang

Maths

English Lit

Chemistry

English Lit
REST! English Lit

Biology Maths

Physics Maths REST! Chemistry

English 
Lang

Physics Maths

Maths Maths
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Nan's party

Exeter shopping

Cornwall trip with mum

Tournament in 

Bath

Geog? Hist? French? DT? Exam PE? Art? Music?

Preparation is the key to success this year

…and then we 
have to consider 

your other 

subjects…

Then add 
Pomodoro

(revision) subject 

sessions.



Make it work for 
you and your 

own schedule.

Failing to prepare is preparing to fail!

?PPEs are mock 
exams. So, you 

must use them as 

a practice for the 

real thing.



Tutor/P6 Interventions plan that 
evolves over the year

• Maths, English and IDL have already started this week

• Some subjects will run now until Christmas

• January to Easter – additional options

• Individual subject revision classes on ad-hoc basis



Active and Effective 
Revision Sessions

Guidance - what should a session look like?







Cornell Notes



At this point you need to be studying for 2 hours a day on 

average. 30 minutes can be done in school during tutor 
time.

Complete your hours in 30-40 minute chunks to make 
them more manageable.

Try 5 minute challenges – regularly and often.

Build in lots of good breaks.

Good luck!



Science Revision



• What skills do you need for your Science exams?
• 40% – Remember it

Around 40% of your marks come from being able to remember and recall the science 
knowledge you have been taught.

• 40% – Apply it
Around 40% of your marks come from being able to use your science knowledge. You 

might need to apply what you know to a new or unfamiliar situation, so read the question 
carefully and think about what science you can use.

• Know your command words
Command words such as describe, explain, calculate, compare and evaluate tell you 
what the question wants you to do. Knowing what these words mean will help you 
understand how to answer the question and gain marks.

• 20% – Work scientifically
The final 20% of your marks are linked to practical and working scientifically skills. Make 

sure you understand the required practicals you have completed, including methods, 
variables, results, graphs, conclusions and evaluating experiments.

• The key message:

• KNOW IT + APPLY IT + WORK SCIENTIFICALLY = EXAM SUCCESS



• How to Ace Your Revision

• Target Your Weak Spots: Use your mock exam 
results or checklists to find topics you find tough. 
Search for the topic name or Sparx code in the 
Independent Learning section to start revising.

• Smash the Personal Practice: Use the smart 
algorithm to build custom 10-question tasks. It 
automatically mixes in old topics you haven’t seen 
in a while to stop you from forgetting them.

• Master the Flashcard Deck: Spend 5–10 
minutes a day on your personalised flashcards. 
Isolate them by unit (like B1 Cells or P1 Energy) to 
do highly focused bursts of revision.

• Learn from Mistakes: When you get a question 
wrong, don't skip it. Watch the support video, write 
down the correct method, and answer the follow-up 
question to lock the memory in



Independent 
learning tab





Useful Websites

• Check they are for 
the correct exam 
board.

• AQA Combined 
Science Trilogy

• Or 

• AQA 
Biology/Chemistry/
Physics

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

• https://www.khanacademy.org/

• https://www.docbrown.info/

• Primrose Kitten Academy - YouTube

• Freesciencelessons - YouTube

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


Access AQA Sciences Past Papers 

here:
AQA | Resources | Past Papers & AQA 

Mark Schemes

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?collapse=subject%2Cqualification%2CqualificationLevel%2CspecCode%2CprintSize
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?collapse=subject%2Cqualification%2CqualificationLevel%2CspecCode%2CprintSize


English 
Language & 
Literature 

Lara Couch

…to see again



Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A: 

Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth

Section B: 

C19th Novel : A 
Christmas Carol

Total exam time:  

1 hour and 45 minutes

64 marks

Section A: 

Modern Text:
An Inspector Calls

Section B: 

Poetry 

Anthology: 

Power and 

Conflict

Total exam time:  

2 hours and 15 minutes

95 marks

All exams will be at the end of Year 11. You will also sit an English Language GCSE.

AQA GCSE English 

Literature

Section C: 

Unseen 
Poetry





A reminder…

2 separate GCSE qualifications 

4 exams: 2 for Language and 2 for Literature

A total of 7 hours and 30 minutes in the exam hall!

All closed book exams, so…

… start revising NOW!

Little and often is the key to staying well and doing well.



What do you need to revise?

Language:

✔ Subject terminology

✔ Reading skills (fiction and non-fiction)

✔ Writing skills to describe, inform, argue, and persuade

✔ Revisit the basics of SPaG 

Literature:

✔ THREE set texts (plot, characterisation, setting, language, structure and 
context) PLUS Anthology Poetry (15 poems)

✔ Unseen Poetry: meaning, imagery, tone, structure, language

✔ Quotations

Skills for Language and Literature are transferrable!

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod



How can you revise effectively?
Active revision
✔ Read notes and reduce – revision cards are useful
✔ Re-read set texts - highlight quotations and annotate
✔ Create word walls for quotes and key chapters
✔ Write a quiz or “speed dating” questions
✔ Trace key words with finger, highlighter
✔ Create card sort activities
✔ Visually organise or reorganise notes using columns, charts, categories
✔ Know your AOs and where you need to address them
✔ Most importantly – complete timed practice exam questions!

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod













“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod



“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod





How do I revise for 
my GCSE Maths?



Basically hard work pays off. 

If you are willing to put in the hard work 
then you can definitely get a top grade 
in maths.

It depends how much you want it!



Top Revision Tips



1) Start early using a “little and often” 
approach.

It is so important that you regularly practise 
the material you have learnt in lessons. 

The only way to remember what you learnt 
yesterday/last week/last month/last year is to 
regularly try questions on those topics.
Use tutor time (P6)



2) Revise strategically – ensure you have 
a list of the topics that are in the exam



3) Past papers, past papers, past papers!

The vast majority of a GCSE maths paper is 
fairly predictable. So by completing loads of 
past papers, you will be fully prepared for the 
majority of the questions… it will also help you 
identify what topics are your “weaknesses.”



4) Timings

When you are working on past papers, consider 
timing yourself to make sure you are working at a 
good pace. 

If the exam has 80 marks and is 1 hour 30 minutes 
long, “a minute a mark” is a good rough guideline.



5) Revision Sessions.

I highly recommend taking advantage of any 
opportunities you have in school.

Revision sessions will be starting after half term.



6) Variety.

Mix up your revision, adding in different activities. 
Use revision cards or even make your own! 
Make a posters on key facts. 
It’s important that you don’t get bored of revision, 
however, don’t spend too long making posters.



7) Use your lesson time wisely. 

Although you may spend a few hours a week 
revising mathematics, remember you also have 3/4 
maths lessons each week. Keep 100% focussed in 
your lessons and avoid distractions.



8) Create a cheat sheet.

Start making a note of any useful formulae you 
need.



9) Get prepared!

It is so important you are fully equipped to revise. 

It is very important to become familiar with your 
calculator and what each button does.



10) Use these great resources

www.corbettmaths.com

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

Sparxmaths homework

http://www.corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


Key dates
Monday 9th November : PPEs start (2 weeks)

Thursday 10th December : Parents Evening

Thursday 10th December : PPEs Results handed out & sent home

Monday 18th January: French Speaking PPEs

31st January : Deadline for college applications

Monday 22nd February : Food practical exams

Mon 1st March - 5th March : Mini PPE Series (Maths/Eng/Sci + some 
other subjects in class)

Mon 19th April: French speaking exams

Monday 10th May : First written exams start

Friday 18th June: Final exam

Wednesday 23rd June: Contingency day

Friday 25th June: Y11 Prom!

Thurs 19th Aug: GCSE results day



Final Key message...

There is no study leave!



Thank you for coming and good luck 
all of you!!

This will be you 
next August!
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