
Year 11 'Countdown to GCSEs'
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• Key dates JC



The Principal

Mrs Bowler

2025 Results



Celebrations

73 grade 9’s and 11 D2's
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Key data headlines

22/23 23/24

87%

24/25

93%

24/25 

Taught 

cohort

English and Maths 7+ 17% 13% 15% 20%

English and Maths 5+ 52% 54% 60% 65%

English and Maths 4+ 75% 71% 79% 84%

Entrants Achieving the 

Baccalaureate 5+

17% 14% 17% 22%

Entrants Achieving the 

Baccalaureate 4+

24% 18% 23% 29%

Attainment 8 53.36 48.98 53.14 56.41

Progress 8 +0.29 -0.26 NA N/A

Students with attendance 
of 82% or more



The Class of 2026

2026

End of Y10

2026

82% and above

Attainment 8 

Target (national)
47.76 48.31

Attainment 8 Year 

10 prediction 
46.45 50.32

Attendance Year 

10
92.1%

Number below 

82% attendance in 

Year 10 

28 0

Students with an attendance 

of 82% are already two 

points above their predicted 

grade. For most it is the 

difference between a pass 

and a strong pass at GCSE.

If their attendance is above 

94% they are on average  

more than half a grade 

above their target.



Examinations Officer

Gail Wilson

gwilson@braunton.academy

exams@braunton.academy

mailto:gwilson@braunton.academy
mailto:exams@braunton.academy




Careers support and guidance

Mr Parsons



Post 16 opportunities

• Personal Guidance interview

(Seetec)

• Open events – post 16 providers

• Mock Interview Day

• Apprenticeship opportunities

• Personal Development lessons

• Post 16 Evening (Wednesday 8th October)



Post 16 providers

• Petroc

• Exeter College

• Cornwall College – Bicton and Duchy

• Exeter Maths School

• Ilfracombe Academy

• Bideford College

• West Buckland School

• Kingsley School



UCAS - Architecture
Bath Spa University University of Liverpool



UCAS - Economics
Birmingham University of Lancaster



Apprenticeships



Degree
Apprenticeships



Degree
Apprenticeships



Vice-Principal

Mr Twohig



Grade 1, 2, 3 4 5 6 Grade 7, 8, 9

GCSE Results



GCSE Results

Grade 1, 2, 3 4 5 6 Grade 7, 8, 9

Be in school in front of your teachers

Build strong revision habits in tutor 
time and at home

100% focus and effort in your lessons



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique

Forgetting Curve



Learn to Learn Techniques

Memorisation

Revision Cards

Using Revision Checklists

Flashcards

Mind Maps

Leitner System

Cornell Notes

Pomodoro Technique

Self-Quizzing

What are the 6 
functions of 
the skeleton?



Assistant Vice-Principal

Mrs Craig



Tutor time Interventions plan that 
evolves over the year

• Maths, English and IDL has already started

• Science (Yellow group on Fridays) start next week

• Adding French from HT until Christmas

• January – Easter 





November PPEs



Revision planners handing out 6th 
November.



P6

Pomodoro 

sessions



Mental health support

Assemblies
Planned and run by HOY the safeguarding team.

Pastoral support workers
Tailored sessions for groups of students. Miss Rush.

Training
All staff have had training on mental health and building relationships 
with students.

PD lessons
First half term are on mental health (identifying & strategies)



The look of a 'Revision session' at home

1. Decide on subject and the topic e.g. the different 
stages of the digestive system in science

2. Identify the resource to be used i.e. classnotes, past 
papers, bitesize, EverLearner

3. Set a goal i.e. by the end I will have completed a 
Cornell Notes sheet on.....and be able to explain the 
different stages

4. Memory Recall to start : what do I know before I start?

5. 30 – 40 mins Pomodorro

6. Test – test - test



At this point you need to be studying for 2 hours a day on 

average. 30 minutes can be done in school during Tutor

time.

Complete your hours in 30-40 minute chunks to make 

them more manageable.

Try 5 minute challenges – regularly and often.

Build in lots of good breaks.

Good luck!



Science Revision



To put it in context!!!!

40% of your exam marks are based on your 
recollection of the information you have been 
taught

40% of your marks are from your ability to use 
the knowledge you have to answer questions 
that may be in a novel or unusual context.

The Final 20% is based on your knowledge of 
the required practical activities you have 
covered and you working scientifically skills.



Knowing the command words for your science papers 
are really important, knowing what the questions are 
asking you to do is important - a list of the command 
words and their meanings can also be found on the 

AQA website.

AQA | Command words

Knowing your required practicals really well is also very important.

Help with revision for these can be found 

GCSE Science Required Practicals - YouTube

Videos | freesciencelessons

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/gcse/teach/command-words
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAd0MSIZBSsF3vV_uxzbcNHuDrQ6Hc-Ul
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAd0MSIZBSsF3vV_uxzbcNHuDrQ6Hc-Ul
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLAd0MSIZBSsF3vV_uxzbcNHuDrQ6Hc-Ul
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/videos/


Useful Websites

• Check they are for 
the correct exam 
board.

• AQA Combined 
Science Trilogy

• Or 

• AQA 
Biology/Chemistry/
Physics

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

• https://www.docbrown.info/

• Primrose Kitten Academy - YouTube

• Freesciencelessons - YouTube

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


AQA | Resources | Past Papers & AQA 

Mark Schemes

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?qualificationLevel=GCSE&printSize=Standard
https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes?qualificationLevel=GCSE&printSize=Standard


GCSE Maths 
& 

GCSE Statistics



Exam Board: Edexcel



Top Revision Tips



1) Start early using a “little and often” approach.

It is so important that you regularly practise the 
material you have learnt in lessons. 

The only way to remember what you learnt 
yesterday/last week/last month/last year is to 
regularly try questions on those topics.
Use Tutor time!



2) Revise strategically – ensure you have 
a list of the topics that are in the exam



3) Past papers, past papers, past papers! 

The vast majority of a GCSE maths paper is 
fairly predictable. So, by completing loads of 
past papers, you will be fully prepared for the 
majority of the questions… it will also help you 
identify what topics you need to work on.



4) It is so important you are fully equipped to revise. 

It is very important to become familiar with your 
calculator and what each button does.



SPARX



https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

Corbettmaths – Videos, worksheets, 5-a-day and much more

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/




English 
Language & 
Literature 

Ms Couch

…to see again



A reminder…

2 separate GCSE qualifications 

4 exams: 2 for Language and 2 for Literature

A total of 7 hours and 30 minutes in the exam hall!

All closed book exams, so…

… start revising NOW!

Little and often is the key to staying well and doing well.



What do you need to revise?

Language:

✔ Subject terminology

✔ Reading skills (fiction and non-fiction)

✔ Writing skills to describe, inform, argue, and persuade

✔ Revisit the basics of SPaG 

Literature:

✔ THREE set texts (plot, characterisation, setting, language, structure and 
context) PLUS Anthology Poetry (15 poems)

✔ Unseen Poetry: meaning, imagery, tone, structure, language

✔ Quotations

Skills for Language and Literature are transferrable!

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod





How can you revise effectively?
Active revision
✔ Read notes and reduce – revision cards are useful
✔ Re-read set texts - highlight quotations and annotate
✔ Create word walls for quotes and key chapters
✔ Write a quiz or “speed dating” questions
✔ Trace key words with finger, highlighter
✔ Create card sort activities
✔ Visually organise or reorganise notes using columns, charts, categories
✔ Know your AOs and where you need to address them
✔ Most importantly – complete timed practice exam questions!

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod







https://senecalearning.com









“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod





Key dates
Monday 10th November : PPEs start (2 weeks)

Thursday 11th December : Parents Evening

Thursday 11th December : PPEs Results handed out & sent home

31st January : Deadline for college applications

Monday 23rd February : Food practical exams

Mon 2nd March - 6th March : Mini PPE Series (Maths/Eng/Sci + some other subjects in class)

Monday 20th April : French Speaking exams

Monday 27th April : Art exams

First exam: Friday 8th May 2026

Last exam is Monday 15th June 2026

Contingency day - Wednesday 24th June 2026

Prom Friday 26th June 2026!!

GCSE Results day: Expected to be Thursday 20th August 2026



Final Key message

There is no study leave



Thank you for coming and good luck all of you!!
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