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Dear Parents/Carers 

I am writing to you at the end of a very busy and 

successful term.  I would like to start by thanking all of 

the parents, students and colleagues for their 

ongoing support and understanding at the end of 

what has been a very challenging term due to the 

issues created by the ongoing pandemic.  The 

Academy really appreciates your ongoing support 

and understanding as we try to manage the day-to-

day running of the school which for most of the term 

has taken place with reduced capacity.  I cannot 

thank my colleagues enough for their relentless 

commitment to the Academy and the community we 

serve to deliver continued high-quality provision.  

In the midst of the pandemic it is lovely to be able to 

focus on the positive and celebrate with you the 

fantastic achievements of our students and staff this 

term.  I trust you will enjoy this edition of the 

newsletter. The Academy wishes you all a happy and 

safe winter holiday. 

Parent Voice 

We have now completed the first three virtual 

Parents’ Evenings of the year and are very grateful to 

all the parents who have taken the time to fill in the 

Parent Voice questionnaire.  Due to the current 

restrictions related to the pandemic, all parents’ 

evenings are currently remote. However, the response 

we have received so far is generally positive, with 79% 

of Year 7 and 83% of Year 10 parents saying that they 

prefer the virtual parents’ evenings to face-to-face 

meetings.  This percentage drops to 62% for Year 11 

parents.  100% of parents are happy to have the 

opportunity of two parents’ evenings a year and we 

are glad that you see this as a valuable opportunity 

to communicate with your child’s teachers.  The 

results regarding the quality of the discussions and 

information provided by the class teachers was 

extremely positive in all three, with over 90% of 

parents feeling that the information they received 

was valuable and informative. 

The Parent Voice questionnaire also included key 

questions to allow us to evaluate the effectiveness of 

our current provision.  Again, the results were 

extremely positive, with 94% of Year 11, 100% of Year 

10 and 98% of Year 7 parents articulating that their 

child feels safe and happy at the Academy.  Having 

reviewed all the answers there was one area we felt 

we needed to address with families to further support 

their child.  27% of parents did not feel that they were 

made aware of what their child will be learning 

during the year.  This information can be found on the 

school website.  On the top tab there is a section 

labelled ‘Curriculum’.  This provides a drop-down 

menu for every subject area.  Each individual page 

provides information on the department's curriculum 

intent, implementation and impact, as well as a 

breakdown of the main topics studied each year.  We 

trust you will find this information helpful. 

Braunton Co-operative Learning Trust 

In the last edition I shared with you the work that had 

been agreed as part of the Braunton Co-operative 

Learning Trust.  I am pleased to inform you that the 

first meeting between subject leaders has taken 

place, hosted by Braunton Academy.  The feedback 

from our Heads of Departments and the primary 

schools who visited was that this was a fantastic 

opportunity to share good practice, understand each 

other's curriculum content and has led to further 

discussions on supporting subject delivery, planning 

good practice visits to each school and creating 

cross-phase projects.  The Head Teachers and 

Principals have also met further to work on the Trust 

Improvement Plan which will be shared on the 

Braunton Learning Co-operative website shortly. 

 

Mrs F Bowler. 

Christmas Card Competition Winners 

Congratulations to all students who entered! 

There were a lot of entries and judging was 

difficult. The final winners were Bea 

Lindenbaum, Ollie Powell and Tilly Ward, who 

were each awarded a £10 Amazon voucher, 

10 House points and a pack of their cards to 

send to their family and friends. Runners up 

were Poppy Charlesworth and Isaac Gregory.  



Future Chef Competition at Petroc 

Perran Clark in Year 11 competed in the Devon heat of the Future Chef competition, which 

was judged by Carla Jones, a Masterchef 2018 competitor and Head Chef at the Seacliff 

Restaurant at Sandy Cove, Berrynarbor. Perran’s challenge was to make a main course 

dish for two people under £5. He chose to make a butternut squash and Roquefort-filled 

tortellini in a sage, butter and walnut sauce.  The judges said that the dish was ‘stunning’ 

and tasted so good they couldn’t stop eating it! 

Perran was given some really positive feedback and will now be mentored by Carla Jones 

leading up to the regional finals in Bridgwater in January.  Perran showed confidence of 

ability and produced a dish that used simple, locally-sourced ingredients.  The chefs said 

that Perran ran into difficulties making the pasta so he had to re-make it which showed 

maturity and confidence under pressure.  Massive congratulations to him from us all at the 

Academy. 

 

 

Armistice Ceremony 

Mrs Bowler accompanied a group of 

students to the annual Armistice Ceremony 

in the village centre.  Our Head Boy and 

Girl, Jay and Lucy, were given the honour 

of providing the Exhortation and Kohima 

Epitaph as part of the ceremony. 

Remembrance Day activities have been 

limited during the past two years so it was 

fantastic to be able to fully participate 

again this year. 

Covid Testing in January 

In response to the new variant, the 

Government has asked all secondary 

schools to lateral flow test students on their 

return in January 2022. We will, therefore, 

test all students on Wednesday 5th January 

with students arriving for lessons at 

staggered times during the morning.  
 

Please note that due to the testing taking 

place in Isaac Hall, the canteen will not be 

open on the first day.  
 

The Snack Shack will offer a limited service 

of cold snacks only to all students. 

Alternatively, please provide a packed 

lunch for your child. 



Upgrade to the Academy Site 

After two years of planning and four months of closure, the school was pleased to have the 

3G pitch fully re-opened at the end of October 2021, having been fully refurbished and the 

improved fencing installed. 

The 3G pitch has been upgraded to an engineered surface (Tarmacadam instead of a 

stone base) which improves the longevity of the surface. In addition, a shock pad has 

been added, which will protect the performance of the playing surface and allow rugby to 

be played in addition to football, having obtained both RA and IRB certification. This has 

improved both the school’s curriculum offering and the usage for local community groups. 

The community usage of the 3G pitch for November was at the highest level since monthly 

records began, which is very encouraging. In addition, the new fencing erected ether side 

is having a positive impact on protecting the school assets which are located behind the 

facility. 

The total cost of this project was £196k. Braunton Academy would like to personally thank 

Fullabrook CIC, The Vivian Moon Braunton Community Trust Fund and Braunton Football 

Club for their financial support (£40k). In addition, the Academy would like to thank the 

local community who have used this facility over the last 15 years, as any surplus funds 

which have been generated over and above the running costs has been allocated to a 

sinking fund. The balance was £104.5k prior to the works commencing. 

If you would like to make an enquiry to hire the facility please use the link below: 

https://schoolhire.co.uk/braunton/braunton-academy/football/4634?date= 

 

We now have two new bouldering/climbing walls fitted to the exterior walls of the Sports 

Hall and Science block facing into Isaac Yard. Both have been popular with students and 

we’re pleased to see students making the most of this facility. 

Humanities Department - Antarctica Day Flag Competition 

The Humanities Department have run a House competition by asking students across the 

school to design a flag for Antarctica to help celebrate Antarctica Day on 1st December.  

This day is an international day which celebrates the signing of the Antarctic Treaty  on 1st 

December 1959; this was signed by 12 nations who declared that Antarctica would be off-

limits to military activity and setting it aside as a place of peace and scientific discoveries. 

 

Working with the UK Polar Network a task was set for students to design a flag which repre-

sents the purpose of the area and its wonderful geography, as well as focusing on the fact 

that as of 2010, 1st December  has been celebrated each year to mark this milestone of 

peace and to inspire future decisions, whilst giving new generations the opportunity to 

learn about the Antarctic Treaty and to share, interpret and cherish the values associated 

with Antarctica! 

 

We had a number of entries and we chose the top 

four. The winning design chosen was by Norah Tittle in 

7AG. Her entry will now make its way to Antarctica via 

the UK Polar Network who will give a copy of her de-

sign to a researcher there. Norah and the Academy 

will then receive a photograph of her flag flying in 

Antarctica sometime in the new year - well done 

Norah! 

 

Congratulations also to Zaiph Abram Bridges and Eva 

Hakin in Year 9 and Sarah Barnes in Year 8 who were 

included in the top four designs. 



Farewell to Colleagues 

This half term we are bidding a fond farewell to two members of staff. Mr 

Horton (right) leaves us for a new role at South Molton Community College.  Mr 

Horton has been a pivotal member of the Senior Leadership Team who has 

always championed the students at Braunton Academy.  He has been a key 

member of staff for ensuring Student Voice is at the heart of the decisions to 

improve the school.  During Mr Horton’s time on the Senior Team he has been 

responsible for significant improvements in the quality of 

behaviour and welfare provision.  He will be greatly missed by students and staff.   

 

We also bid farewell to Mr Bodimeade, (left) who was a key member of the 

Additional Learning Needs Team before taking up a position this year as one of 

the Academy’s Cover Supervisors.  He has been successful in his application to 

teach at a local primary school. We wish them both all the best for the future. 

Autumn Term School Council Meeting 

Our Year Council meetings were held over the last month and the students elected to sit on 

the School Council are as follows: 

 

Head Boy and Head Girl: Jay Tittle and Lucy Hillier. 

Year 7 Lead Reps: Maddie Davis-Hull and Finn Hilton 

Year 8 Lead Reps: Ffion Ross-Smith and Reuben Rodwell. 

Year 9 Lead Reps: Chloe Hagley and Archie Cresswell. 

Year 10 Lead Reps: Georgie Drayton and Jack McGarry. 

Year 11 Lead Reps: Bethan Kirby and Lachlan Hamley. 

 

The two Agenda items for discussion had the following outcomes: 

1. Following on from the recent G7 and COP26 Summits, what could be done in our own 

community to ensure we are all working together to create a more environmentally-friendly 

and sustainable school? 

 

We were impressed with the quality of suggestions from each year group on how we can 

invigorate our environmental and sustainability projects in school. Our Site Manager, Mr 

Magson, attended the meeting to discuss the Academy’s plans for reinstating recycling. Mrs 

Young, who has previously supported a Sustainability Group at the Academy also attended to 

support students with their ideas. It was fantastic to see our students thinking so proactively 

about protecting our local community and the global environment. 

 

2. The Co-op’s current focus is ‘Lonely Not Alone’. Do our students have suggestions on how to 

best help young people with this issue? 

 

We were joined by Michael Hulston, Braunton Member Pioneer from the Co-op. Michael invited 

students to discuss ways to tackle loneliness in our local community and, again, the students 

thought hard about this issue and came up with some creative ideas and suggestions to 

address this, both in school and out in the community. 

Plane Crazy! 

The winner of the Plane Crazy Competition 

was Amy Dalton who won for Croyde 

House.  

 

Well done Amy! 



Life in the busy Technology Department 

Students have been busy 

in the Tech Department. 

Year 7s spent the first few 

weeks of term studying 

the basics of design and 

drawing, and also some 

groundwork in kitchen 

safety to prepare them for 

their first practical 

cookery lessons which will 

start to take place in the 

new year. Projects in 

sewing and resistant materials are now 

underway, and students have learnt some 

woodworking skills in order to make their 

Wind Spinners. The workshop is a fun and 

exciting space to work in, and students are 

always proud of their products, and rightly 

so.  

 

Year 8s have spent time brushing up on the 

design and drawing skills learned in Year 7, 

and are now embarking on food, graphics, 

textiles and electronics projects. The aroma 

of Thai green curry was almost too much to 

bear for hungry staff members in the 

department; ditto the pizzas and bread rolls 

a week later! The handmade board games 

currently in production should provide 

families with fun over the holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9s, who have already had some 

previous experience in the workshops and 

kitchen, have been thrown straight into full-

blown project work and are on their second 

rotations now. We’ve seen some very 

creative hats, 

clocks and 

pewter cast 

shapes. In the 

kitchen, 

students have 

created many 

delicious-looking 

burgers and lasagnes.   

 

Meanwhile, students 

who opted for GCSE 

Technology subjects 

have been working on their various tasks. In 

the kitchen Year 11s have made a variety of 

Italian sweet and savoury dishes, and Year 

10s have wowed us with fish pies, kebabs, stir

-fries, ravioli and focaccia.  

 

Year 10 Design Technology students have 

just made some laser-cut Christmas tree 

decorations, and are learning the core 

theory of materials and design in order to 

gain a good grounding for future projects.  

Engineers have learnt welding and grinding 

techniques to make coat hooks. They will be 

mounted onto wooden back boards which 

have been etched with students’ personal 

designs using the laser cutter. 

 

Year 11s are now working on their NEAs – the 

new name for coursework – which will make 

up a large chunk of their GCSE grades. 

 

The Tech Department continues to be a 

vibrant and productive space, and we are 

so happy to be able to celebrate the effort 

and creativity shown by our wonderful 

students. After more than a year of the 

pandemic, it is good to be able once again 

to offer the full experience of hands-on 

practical work. 

Can You Help? 

We currently have nearly 500 library books 

(500!) which have not been returned. If 

your child has a library book which should 

be returned, please ask them to take it 

back to Miss Rockey or leave it in the 

Returns Box outside the library if they would 

prefer to do so anonymously. 

 

Thank you in advance for your help. 



Year 7 Achievement Awards 

The Scholar Star is awarded to the top 25 students in Year 

7 with the best Engagement in Learning statistics from their 

MTA. 

 

 

 

 

The students in this photo made excellent progress towards 

their KS3 Mastery targets. 

 

Please Note: There are some students missing from this photo 

and the one above as they were either absent or in the 

School Council meeting.  

UKMT Maths Challenge 

Four students were selected for entry into the Senior UKMT Maths Challenge. This is a very 

prestigious event watched closely by universities, as at this competition level it equates to  

A Level-standard Maths. Stanley Rimmer and Pip Lindenbaum both achieved Gold Awards 

and qualified for the next round, while Kenzie Deane and Bethan Kirby qualified for Bronze 

Awards. Congratulations to all! 

English Schools’ Chess Championships 

Braunton Academy attended the English Schools 

Chess Championships in Torquay 

recently. Unfortunately we did not qualify for the next 

round, but nevertheless, Braunton A Team scored 7.5 

points and Braunton B Team scored 5.5 with a number 

of our students earning themselves ECF Ranking points. 

Teams needed 9.5 points to qualify. 

 

Congratulations to all who entered: Stanley Rimmer, 

Kenzie Deane, Pip Lindenbaum, Ryan Rosser-Brown, 

Brook Stevens, Elouise Palmer, Bence Radnoti, Robyn 

Thomas, Aiden Irwin, Arty Arphisit, Albie Rimmer, Ashan 

Molligoda and Mylo Armstrong. 

Year 11 PPEs 

Year 11 students have just completed three weeks of Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs). There 

were a total of 28 PPEs and the GCSE Engineering exam was also sat. Students 

demonstrated a very mature approach in their attitude and have been taking 

responsibility for ‘catching up’ with any exam missed by attending catch-up sessions. 

On Thursday 13th January students will receive their grades in a Mock Results Assembly. 

These will contain the grades awarded for individual papers sat during this PPE series and 

will give students a very good indication of their current attainment. 

January marks the start of intervention during Period 6 for most subjects and students will 

receive their plan during the first week back, ready to start on Monday 10th January. 



A ‘Chance to Shine’ for Year 8 Girls 

Two Year 8 students, Bella Broad and Rosie Creely, were invited to London to attend a very 

special awards evening at Lords Cricket Ground. We were nominated for Secondary 

School of the Year at the ‘Chance to Shine’ cricket awards for our engagement and 

progress towards girls’ cricket participation and leadership. We then found out that we had 

won the category! 

 

Bella, Rosie and I were invited on stage to collect the award in front of hundreds of guests 

and professional cricketers. Both girls spoke incredibly well and were an absolute credit to 

our Academy.  

 

It's also important to know that although I only took two students, almost all our female 

students in KS3 took part in the programme, one which they thoroughly enjoyed. The girls 

were superb throughout, gaining some very positive feedback and praise from the 

coaches and the ‘Chance to Shine’ charity.  

 

Please access the link to see the awards video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=fTSCaSEtpZ8 

 

By Mr Frickleton, Head of PE 

Donation to PE Department 

Sam Tarn of Sam Tarn Creatives has kindly 

donated an item signed by professional 

footballer Kevin De Bruyne, who plays for 

Manchester City and Belgium.  

Sam works with FIFA, UEFA and Lego 

amongst others, and is a former students 

and parent of a current student. 

This plaque will be displayed in Isaac Hall 

alongside team photos and the Roll of 

Honours board. 

Year 7 N Devon Schools’ Football Winners! 

Congratulations to the Year 7 football team 

who won the North Devon Schools’ Football 

finals by beating The Ilfracombe Academy 

4-1, and avenging an earlier defeat in 

September. They have improved massively 

since then and were very well-deserved 

winners. 

This brings an end to a Football League 

season in which we won three finals out of 

four. The focus now turns to B Team 

tournaments for those who have not yet 

represented 

Braunton 

Academy in 

football.  

 

Watch this 

space! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTSCaSEtpZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTSCaSEtpZ8


Well Done Darcy! 

Darcy Dallimore-Wright has been training hard in the swimming pool 

and this weekend competed in a gala and was extremely successful. 

She achieved: 
 

Gold 200m backstroke, swimming in the highest heat against 16 year-

olds and  coming second, beating a personal best by nine seconds 

at 2.40. 
 

Silver 100m backstroke in a time of 1.15, knocking 17 seconds off her 

personal best. 
 

Bronze 50 freestyle, in a time of 31 seconds, taking 1 second off her PB. 
 

To top it all off, Darcy beat the County 200m backstroke time by 11 seconds. 
 

Darcy achieved County times in every race, and has therefore been selected to compete 

in the County Championships next year! 

U16 Netball Success 

Congratulations to the U16 netball team who came third at 

the Devon County Final today. The girls performed incredibly 

well all day, beating Exeter School, Newton Abbot School, 

King’s School and Ivybridge College in the rounds. They fought 

hard in the semi-final but narrowly missed out to Maynard 

School. They then went on to win the play-off, finishing on a 

high in bronze position. A fantastic group to coach and a 

performance to be proud of.  

Year 8 Boys’ Football 

The Year 8 boys’ team, including Issi Hebard, 

represented Braunton Academy at the North Devon 

Schools’ Football Finals. They were absolutely 

phenomenal, beating Pilton 3-0 - a fantastic 

achievement and a very well-deserved win. 

 

Player of the Match was Issi, who is a pure talent and 

certainly one to watch for the future.  

Year 9 Netball Team 

Year 9s came runners-up at the North Devon 

Netball Tournament. They played excellently on 

the day, losing only to West Buckland 

School.  They will now represent the school at 

the County Finals in Exeter. 
 


