
English 
Language & 
Literature 

Mark Helliwell

…to see again



A reminder…
2 separate GCSE qualifications 

4 exams: 2 for Language and 2 for Literature

A total of 6 hours and 55 minutes in the exam hall!

All closed book exams, so…

 … start revising NOW!

Little and often is the key to staying well and doing well.



What do you need to revise?
Language:

✔ Subject terminology

✔ Reading skills (fiction and non-fiction)

✔ Writing skills to describe, inform, argue, and persuade

✔ Revisit the basics of SPaG 

Literature:

✔ THREE set texts: plot, characterisation, setting, language, structure and 
context

✔ Unseen Poetry: meaning, imagery, tone, structure, language

✔ Quotations 

Skills for Language and Literature are transferrable! 

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod





How can you revise effectively?
Active revision
✔ Read notes and reduce – revision cards are useful
✔ Re-read set texts - highlight quotations and annotate
✔ Create word walls for quotes and key chapters
✔ Write a quiz or “speed dating” questions
✔ Trace key words with finger, highlighter
✔ Create card sort activities
✔ Visually organise or reorganise notes using columns, charts, categories
✔ Know your AOs and where you need to address them
✔ Most importantly – complete timed practice exam questions!

“If you add a little to a little and do this often, 
soon the little will become great.” 

- Hesiod
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