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Parents’ Post 

  Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I am delighted to share our latest edition of ‘The 

Post’.  We are now at the start of the final half term 

and the mood in the Academy is one of 

excitement as we are now in the midst of the Year 

11 final examinations.  This is always an intense time 

for staff and students but also a wonderful 

celebration of five years’ worth of hard work.   The 

students have been extremely dedicated to their 

studies and this is evident in the way they are 

approaching the final exams.  It is also an exciting 

time for Year 10 as they transition to our most senior 

students; they have returned this week following a 

very successful work experience week.  Further 

details of this will be included in the next update of 

The Post. 

 

In this edition of The Post we do not have any 

farewells to colleagues; however, in a few weeks 

we will be saying farewell to our Year 11 students 

and at this time I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank in particular the Year 11 students that 

have taken on responsibility as Senior Prefects and 

in particular those in the roles of Head and Deputy 

Heads of the year group: Jay, Lucy, Beth and 

Lachlan.  They have represented the Academy on 

a number of occasions throughout the year at 

internal and external events and have been 

fantastic role models to our younger students 

raising the bar very high for next year's incumbents.  

 

I was very privileged to be part of the Senior 

Student interview panel along with Mrs Woodhead, 

Miss Sayer and Mrs Beech, a representative from 

the Governing Body.  We interviewed 16 students 

as part of the process. The students' presentations 

and interviews were extremely strong and made it 

an almost impossible job for the panel.  After a very 

rigorous process I am delighted to introduce our 

new Heads and Deputies of the student body: Ed, 

Evie, Harry and Annalise.  They have already 

started their duties by organising the Prefect rota 

and accompanying the transition team with visits to 

some of our primary schools. 

 

 

 

Braunton Co-operative Learning Trust 

At this time of year, the work of the Partnership 

inevitably turns towards transition.  It was a pleasure 

to be able to hold the most recent meeting of the 

Braunton Partnership Headteachers at the 

Academy.  During the meeting we were able to 

tour the school where the Primary Heads focused 

on visiting Year 7 classrooms to look at the progress 

students have made during the past academic 

year.  

 

This year we have worked closely to review and 

improve the transition arrangements for Year 7.  This 

will be the first time in three years that transition has 

been able to take place on the school site, and 

due to the pandemic many of the Year 6 students 

have had much less access to the Academy 

during their time at primary school as we would 

have wanted.  Due to this we have extended the 

provision this year with transition taking place over 

two days rather than one and with an additional 

afternoon for key students that have been 

identified as needing additional support as part of 

the transition.  Our English and Maths teams have 

also been working closely to develop transition 

projects that will be started at the primary schools 

and completed on arrival at Braunton Academy.  

Our Heads of English and Maths have really 

enjoyed the opportunity to work collaboratively 

across phases and we look to strengthen this further 

with other departments becoming involved next 

academic year. 

Mrs Bowler, Principal 



Farmer of the Future 

George, in Year 9, 

visited Blackmoor Gate 

Market with other 

young farmers to sell 

the ewe and lamb he 

bred at home. It was a 

great opportunity to 

learn about how 

livestock auctions work 

and what to look for in 

good stock. His lamb 

was judged at market, winning second best 

lamb, selling it for £160 - well done, George!  

History Corner - in the Science Lab 

It’s amazing what you find when you tidy up! These equipment order boards were found in 

the deep, dark depths of a cupboard in the Science department.  Dating back to the 

1970s, they give a wonderful insight into how the department used to operate.  Interestingly, 

we still use the same format when ordering equipment for experiments, although we use an 

online system these days - which is hopefully more efficient for our hardworking technicians. 
 

Now over to you, our parents (and perhaps even grandparents!) - can you help us identify 

the staff who filled in these forms?  Would JC have been Jack Cheeseman, back in 

1977?  And who was S Kilbey, and when were they teaching here?  Please get in touch if 

you can shed any light on the identity of these science teachers - we’d love to find out 

more about their time at Braunton Secondary Modern School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you were at school here, and were born between 1st September 1956 and 31st August 

1957, you may like to consider attending the Class of 1973 Reunion, which is being held from 

Friday 23rd September to Sunday 25th September 2022. There will be a number of events 

you can choose to attend. Please email paulwiddicombe@outlook.com for more 

information. 

Non-Uniform Day Fundraiser 

On the last day of term   

before Easter, we held a non- 

uniform day to raise funds for  

the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal - 

Disasters Emergency Committee. Students 

raised a fantastic 

£676.30 
 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed.  

 



Big Plastic Count 

On Monday 16th May, BBC Spotlight visited the Academy to see 

how our students were taking part in the Big Plastic Count, which 

is a national survey to find out how much plastic we are 

all forced to use during an average week.  The students involved 

were fantastic all afternoon and had so many amazing insights 

to share about the plastic issue.  They highlighted their concerns 

about exporting our plastic waste to low-income countries 

around the world or the prospect of incinerating even more 

plastic (great Geography from Leo and Dylan!). In addition, the 

students spoke eloquently about how disheartening 

beach cleans feel and how we need to find real solutions to 

using so much plastic because the recycling of plastic is only 

realistic a limited number of times. 

 

Well done to everyone involved, and special thanks to Claire 

Moodie (Chief Executive, Plastic Free North Devon) and Andy 

Clee (School Governor and Trustee of Plastic Free North Devon), 

plus Donna Sibley (Sustainability and Climate Officer, North 

Devon and Torridge Councils).   

UKMT Junior Event Success 

A number of students in Years 7 and 8 entered this challenge recently and what a fantastic 

result! We had five Gold Awards, 15 Silver Awards and 19 Bronze Awards. 

 

Of particular note was Charlie, in Year 8, who received the 'Best in School' certificate and 

he has also qualified for the Kangaroo Round in June - watch this space! The ‘Best in Year 7’ 

went to Harry who also receives a special certificate for his achievement.  

 

Full results are on the UKMT board in the Maths corridor along with the answers for the 

paper. 

  

 

Youth National Surf Lifesaving ‘Stillwater’ Championships 

At the end of April , 18 of our students competed in Swansea at the Youth National Surf 

Lifesaving ‘Stillwater’ Championships. This was a very impressive turnout, and everyone 

competed well. Congratulations to all who took part. 

 

 



 Devon Schools’ Under 13 County Cup Final Winners! 

Please congratulate the Under 13 Girls’ football team and 

Miss Sayer who went to Devon County FA HQ to compete in 

the Devon Schools’ County Cup Final. 

 

They smashed it; winning 6-0 against Newton Abbot. A very 

well-deserved achievement, and the first football team from 

Braunton Academy to ever win the Devon Cup. They had 

already won the De 

 

They are now North Devon and Devon champions. A great experience for them all, and a 

very memorable occasion.  

Plymouth Argyle 

Oscar, in Year 9, has been offered a scholarship at 

Plymouth Argyle from now until he is 18 years old. In 

2024, once Oscar’s GCSEs are completed, he has 

been offered a full-time placement, and intends to 

do this alongside gaining A Levels. 

 

This is a massive achievement for him as it is very rare for Plymouth 

Argyle to offer an opportunity like this to a player at such a young 

age. It is a fantastic reward for his hard work and commitment.  

 

We are all very proud of Oscar and his determination to succeed. 

 

English Schools’ Track and Field Cup 

Please congratulate all the athletes who competed in Round 1 of the English Schools’ Track 

and Field Cup in Exeter. They were amazing, beating a number of schools including two 

private schools, Mount Kelly and Blundells, who no doubt have a lot of sporting scholarships 

on their roll. A really big achievement and they are now Devon champions in all four 

categories.  

The top 12 schools from the South West will go through to the regional finals, so we have to 

wait a few weeks before we find out if we have scored enough points to go through to the 

A or B finals.  

Results below for the Devon area: 

• Junior Girls (Years 7 and 8) 1st place 

• Junior Boys (Years 7 and 8) 1st place 

• Intermediate Girls (Years 9 and 10) 1st place 

• Intermediate Boys (Years 9 and 10) 1st place 


